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Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 

in rising in recognition of the honor bestowed 
upon these brave officers. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. ROBERT J. 
BEALL 

HON. TOM MARINO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the service of Dr. Robert J. Beall for 
his service to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, 
and the indelible mark he has made in the CF 
community and in the world of health and 
medicine over the past several decades. 

Dr. Beall announced on October 1, 2015 
that he is stepping down as Chief Executive 
Officer of the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, a 
role he has held for more than 20 years. 
Under Dr. Beall’s leadership, the CF Founda-
tion has become known for its pioneering and 
successful approach to supporting biomedical 
research and developing lifesaving treatments 
for those with cystic fibrosis. 

When Dr. Beall joined the Foundation in 
1980, the median predicted age of survival for 
a person with the disease was 18 years of 
age—today it is more than 40 years. For the 
first time in history, over half of the people liv-
ing with CF are above 18 years of age, and 
therefore cystic fibrosis is no longer a pediatric 
disease. 

As a proud parent of a wonderful adult 
daughter with cystic fibrosis, I am personally 
thankful for Dr. Beall’s leadership in this com-
munity. His tireless efforts have led this Foun-
dation and the cystic fibrosis research commu-
nity to remarkable successes in the develop-
ment of innovative new therapies and dramatic 
improvement in the quality of life for those with 
CF. 

Through his innovation and leadership, Dr. 
Beall put the cystic fibrosis community on the 
road to success, and I have no doubt that his 
dedication over the past two decades has 
drastically accelerated our search for a life al-
tering cure for CF patients. 

I am honored to serve as Co-Chair of the 
Congressional Cystic Fibrosis Caucus along-
side Congressman JIM MCGOVERN of Massa-
chusetts, and I look forward to continuing the 
legacy of Dr. Beall through our work the CF 
community as well as fellow leaders in Con-
gress. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, on 
roll call no. 627 I was not able to vote due to 
a medical procedure. 

Had I been present, I would have voted yes. 

HONORING MICHAEL MCKINNON ON 
HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize retired U.S. Army Lieu-
tenant Colonel Michael McKinnon, the current 
Deputy to the Garrison Commander at Fort 
Drum, New York. 

Lieutenant Colonel Michael McKinnon has 
spent his life dedicated to serving and pro-
tecting our national security and freedoms, 
with a combined 37 years of public service. Lt. 
Col. McKinnon served his nation honorably 
and with distinction for 23 years of active duty 
service. After retirement from the U.S. Army, 
Lt. Col. McKinnon has continued to serve our 
nation as a civil servant for over 14 years. 

Lieutenant Colonel McKinnon’s first intro-
duction to Fort Drum was with the 2nd Brigade 
as the Logistics Officer. Lt. Col. McKinnon was 
then assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 14th Infan-
try as the Battalion Executive Officer and 
served with them in Somalia during Operation 
Restore Hope. In 1995, after a stint in Kansas, 
Lieutenant Colonel McKinnon returned to the 
10th Mountain Division where he served as 
Deputy Chief of Staff, Deputy G–3 and Direc-
tor of Logistics. 

As an army officer, Lieutenant Colonel 
McKinnon received the Legion of Merit, six 
Meritorious Service Medals, five Army Com-
mendation Medals, three Army Achievement 
Medals, the Armed Forces Expeditionary 
Medal, as well as the Expert Infantry, Ranger 
Tab and Parachutist and Air Assault badges. 

Following Lieutenant Colonel Mike 
McKinnon’s retirement from the active army, 
he returned to the North Country and to Fort 
Drum where he has served our community 
proudly as the Deputy to the Garrison Com-
mander. As a civil servant, Lieutenant Colonel 
McKinnon received the Superior Civilian Serv-
ice Award and the Commander’s Award for Ci-
vilian Service. 

It is apparent Mike has led the efforts for 
our servicemembers within the North Country 
and over the years has played an instrumental 
role in supporting soldiers, civilians, families, 
Fort Drum and the 10th Mountain Division. 
The recipient of multiple awards and decora-
tions, Lieutenant Colonel McKinnon embodies 
all the qualities of a selfless hero, who has an-
swered the call to serve. 

Lieutenant Colonel McKinnon, congratula-
tions on your years of service to our great na-
tion and your retirement. Your guidance and 
expertise will truly be missed at Fort Drum and 
by our North Country community. 
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IN HONOR OF KRUSHI PATEL AND 
HER WINNING SUBMISSION TO 
THE 2015 VETERANS DAY ESSAY 
CONTEST FROM NEW YORK’S 
14TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the winner of the 2015 Veterans 

Day essay contest from New York’s 14th Con-
gressional District. Krushi Patel, a student 
from I.S. 61 in Corona, Queens submitted the 
winning essay on the topic, ‘‘What Veterans 
Day Means To Me.’’ Krushi’s essay reads as 
follows: 

Veterans, whether they are in the army, 
navy, or marines, put their lives at stake for 
the safety and security of others. These peo-
ple spend day and night away from those they 
love, just so that we can be close to those we 
love. They are on the border and in battle so 
that we can live a life with peace and freedom. 
They do so much for us, that it would be im-
possible to pay them back. That is why we 
should honor all veterans for their heroism and 
determination on Veterans Day. We should tell 
them that we deeply appreciate the sacrifices 
they took to keep us and our country safe; 
that they will always have a special place in 
our hearts. It’s not easy to be away from your 
family, for months and years at a time. The 
thought of it brings tears in our eyes. How-
ever, for the security and honor of our nation, 
they put their families one step behind. These 
people do what may seem unimaginable for 
most people. These people volunteer them-
selves for the nation they were born in. That 
is why we salute them. 

Last year, on December, 15, 2014, my class 
went to a Veterans’ Organization. We met var-
ious former soldiers from wars like World War 
II and the Vietnamese War. These people 
were so inspiring. They told stories. These 
people were a primary source of these historic 
wars. We got to learn from people who had 
been eyewitnesses. They became idols to me. 
They had fought for our country with persist-
ence and bravery. However, they didn’t ask for 
anything in return. They had no stove or TV. 
These people were so delighted to see us. We 
sang Christmas carols. We didn’t really want 
to leave. We were years apart in age, but that 
didn’t get in the way of us having a good time. 

Veterans Day is a time to thank all former 
and current veterans, a time to thank them for 
fighting for our freedom and peace. It’s a day 
when I spend some of my time to respect and 
look up to those who put themselves in dan-
ger for the benefit of strangers. That is why 
we tell them that they are true heroes. Vet-
erans fought for peace and freedom in this 
world. We must thank and salute these peo-
ple. Veterans Day is a time to be proud of 
being an American. 

Veterans Day is about the love and devotion 
you have for the country that you are willing 
to cut your life short for it. The respect vet-
erans have for our country and its people is 
why they are willing to leave their family be-
hind for service. The love that bums inside of 
them for this nation is so great. ‘‘Some people 
live an entire lifetime and wonder if they have 
ever made a difference in the world, but the 
Marines don’t have that problem.’’—Ronald 
Reagan 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOYCE BEATTY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, unfortunately 
on November 16, 2015, I missed roll call vote 
no. 626. Had I been present, I would have 
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